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GOVERNMENT 
ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 
MEMBER 
RESPONSIBILITIES

GAC MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES

ÁParticipate in committee meetings quarterly 
over the next year and less frequently 
throughout the project construction.

ÁAct as a representative to your agency or 
constituents, bringing your unique knowledge 
and perspective on the corridor and its 
respective issues and opportunities.

ÁFacilitate two -way communications with the 
entity or community that you represent.

ÁProvide an independent and local perspective 
on the project.

ÁProvide accurate local input to the process on 
key issues and opportunities.

ÁCommit to actively participate in this process 
to identify mutually agreeable solutions.
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GOVERNMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
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Community Enhancements Plan, Land Use 
Framework Plan, and Aesthetic Guide

Local Advisory
Committees:

Residential and Stakeholder

Government
Advisory Committee

Public Input Public Meetings
One -on -one Meetings

Comment Forms
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Join at slido.com
#1077240

᷉ Start presenting to display the joining instructions on this slide.

Slido Poll
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How much do you know about the I -
375 Reconnecting Communities 
Project?

᷉ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

Slido Poll 2



7

Do you prefer in person or virtual 
quarterly meetings moving 
forward?

᷉ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

Slido Poll 3



HISTORY: DOWN 
HASTINGS STREET
The Rise and Fall of The Main Street of 
DetroitɅs Black Bottom and Paradise Valley 

Jamon Jordan
Official Historian
City of Detroit
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THE NAME ɈBLACK BOTTOMɉ
Á The Savoyard River, ParentɅs Creek, and 

numerous other small waterways flowed 
throughout the Lower East Side.

Á These creeks and rivers deposited dark 
soil throughout the area.

Á The French named the ground in that 
area ɈFond Noirɉ ɀBlack Bottom.



Each one of the groups below had 
communities in parts of what would be 
called ɈBlack Bottomɉ

ÁThe Native Americans, especially the Odawa 
(way before the 1700s).

ÁThe French (early 1700s)

ÁBlack people (early 1700s)

ÁThe British (mid -late 1700s)

ÁThe Irish (early 1800s)

ÁGermans (early 1800s)

ÁJewish people ɀGerman (early to mid -1800s) 

Á More Black people ɀUnderground Railroad & 
Free Black people fleeing the south 
(early to late -1800s)

Á Greeks (late 1800s, early 1900s)

Á Italians (late 1800s, early 1900s)

Á Poles (late 1800s, early 1900s)

Á More Jewish people ɀPolish, Eastern 
European, Russian (late 1800s, early 1900s)

Á Lebanese & Syrians (late 1800s, early 1900s)

Á Southeast Asians/Chinese ɀ(early 1900s)

Á More African Americans ɀGreat Migration 
(early 1900s-1950s)

RESIDENTS OF BLACK BOTTOM/ 
HASTINGS STREET/PARADISE VALLEY



MARKERS



EUROTASPARMALEE HASTINGS
Á Hastings Street was named after Eurotas 

Parmalee Hastings.

Á Hastings, born in New York, moved to 
Detroit in 1825. 

Á He served as President of the Bank of 
Michigan, and then served as the State 
Auditor General. 

Á From 1830 to his death in 1866, Hastings 
was one of the power elite in Detroit . 



JEWISH DETROITERS OPEN DOORS



HISTORICAL PHOTOS OF 
PARADISE VALLEY

Club 
HarlemɅs 
ɈShim Sham 
Shimmyɉ 
chorus

Night in the Valley

Daytime in the Valley

Club Congo

Club 
Plantation 
ɈThe 
Orchestraɉ
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THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY ACT OF 1956

Á Federal Highway Acts was the National 
Interstate and Defense Highways Act, also 
known as the Federal Highway Act of 1956.

Á President Dwight Eisenhower saw firsthand 
the importance of having a national highway 
system.

Á I-375 & I-75 were a direct outcome of that Act. 



HASTINGS STREET

Á In 1957, Hastings Street began being 

demolished. 

ÁBy 1964, the first stretch of I -75 & I-375 

replaced Hastings Street. 

ÁHastings Street originally ran from just north 

of the Detroit River north to E. Grand Blvd. 

ÁToday, there are about 4 blocks of Hastings 

that remain between I -94/Harper and E. 

Grand Blvd ɀfar away from the Black 

Bottom/Paradise Valley neighborhoods.

Hastings & Gratiot, in 1956



PROJECT 
HIGHLIGHTS 
AND OVERVIEW
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PROJECT TIMELINE 



PROJECT PURPOSE

Transportation

Á Replace the outdated freeway and deteriorating roadways and structures 
while improving safety and connectivity and supporting economic 
development and placemaking opportunities. 

Á Deliver a solution that considers safety, operations, pedestrian 
connectivity, and access to downtown destinations for motorized and 
non -motorized travelers.

Equity and Community

Á Address Historic Environmental Justice (HEJ) and social equity concerns.

Á Develop a Community Enhancement Plan that honors the history and 

supports the current needs of the project area.

Á Advance a program focusing on workforce development and supporting 

small and minority -owned businesses.
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TRANSPORTATION 
BENEFITS
ÁStrengthens existing and future 

transportation, multimodal mobility 
choices, and roadway safety. 

Á Improving community connectivity.
Á LAC groups were actively engaged in 

choosing the project name.

ÁEnhancing access enables future 
development and other placemaking 
opportunities with official land use and 
long-term economic development plans.

ÁEnhancing connections to existing and 
planned transit services and improving 
community health, equity, and safety.
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HOW DETROITERS 
WILL BENEFIT
ÁProjectɅs environment process laid the 

groundwork for equity.

Á Investment of the fair market value of the land 
into the community.

ÁExtensive community engagement with various 
opportunities to provide input. 

Á Implementation of a visionary approach for 
including minority businesses in the Project that is 
representative of the community and extends 
beyond the ribbon cutting. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATION WITH 
STAKEHOLDERS

Since 2017, the team has met with numerous business, educational, 
community, faith -based, and civic stakeholders. 

ALTERNATIVE 
REQUIREMENTS

4 Public 
Meetings

7 Local and 
Government 

Advisory 
Committee 
Meetings

12 Workshops 
with the City of 

Detroit

70+ 
Engagements 

with 25 
different 

Stakeholders
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WHAT IS NEPA?
ÁNational Environmental Policy Act of 1969

ÁAll projects receiving federal dollars or federal approval must be reviewed for 
environmental impacts :

Social

Impacts

Environmental
Impacts

Economic
Impacts 
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FINALIZING THE NEPA PROCESS
ÁNo expected significant environmental impacts 

were found upon the project's construction of 
the Selected Alternative. 

ÁAll changes made to the proposed project, 
mitigation measures, and community 
enhancements are described in the 
Environmental Assessment errata sheets and 
Green Sheet in the (Finding of No Significant 
Impact (FONSI).
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EQUITABLE PROJECT DELIVERY

The I-375 FONSI laid the framework for extensive community engagement for the Selected Alternative 
around the following areas as the Project goes through early design, final design, and construction: 

Historical acknowledgments 
of impacts from the original 

building of
I-375 and honoring the past

Community Enhancements 
Plan 

Land Use Framework Plan 
development

Visual characteristic 
elements for corridor 

design Aesthetics Guide

Special event traffic 
mgmt. in theatre and 

stadium district

Maintenance of traffic 
plans for construction
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SELECTED 
ALTERNATIVE
1. I-75/I -375 Interchange

2. Mack Avenue Braided Ramps

3. Brush Park/Eastern Market Connectivity

4. City Street -Level Boulevard

5. Signalized Intersections Along the Boulevard

6. Direct Left -Turns Allowed Along the Boulevard Except for 
Gratiot Ave.

7. Improved Nonmotorized Facilities

8. Potential Excess Property 
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IMPROVED 
NONMOTORIZED 
FACILITIES

22-foot sidewalks 
proposed along the west 
side boulevard

Two-way cycle track 
and 10 -ft sidewalks on 
east side of boulevard

Pedestrian signals 
at all crossroads

Bike lanes on 
Lafayette and 
Jefferson

Two-way cycle track on 
Montcalm and connect 
to Dequindre Cut

Nonmotorized access 
between Brush Park 
and River
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DESIGN UPDATES
Intersection Improvements

Re-alignment of Montcalm between 
Brush and St. Antoine

Intersection modifications at Madison / 
St. Antoine / Gratiot to allow a 
connection to and from Gratiot

Intersection modification at Gratiot / 
Boulevard to allow an eastbound left -
turn movement

Connection of Montcalm to the 
northbound Boulevard to accommodate 
special event traffic
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CORRIDOR RENDERING
EXISTING
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