THE 375 PROJECT

MEETING SUMMARY

LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 18 (COMBINED)
DATE: April 9, 2026

TIME: 5:30-7:30 p.m.
(Melef:Nu[e]\ 'K Virtual, Zoom

Local Advisory Committee (LAC) Members and Guests, City of Detroit
Representatives, Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) Staff, Quinn
Evans and ZGF Staff, HNTB Staff, Downtown Detroit Partnership Representatives,
and Kresge Foundation Representatives. (See Appendix B: Meeting Attendees)

If you require assistance accessing this information or require it in an alternative
format, contact the Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) coordinator at Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA.

MEETING SUMMARY

The eighteenth Local Advisory Committee (LAC) meeting was a combined meeting
with both residents and stakeholders on Thursday, April 9, 2026. The goal of this
meeting was to review what was heard from the LAC during the previous
engagement series focused on urban design, arts, history, culture, and community
strategies and to preview what will be shared with the public during the community
open house on April 30, 2026.

The April LAC meeting began with Jason Garza welcoming everyone and thanking
the LAC for their continued engagement over the last several months, followed by
the meeting agenda and the updated schedule for community engagement events.

Dan Beard from HNTB then updated the LAC on the market analysis being
conducted by SB Friedman. The market analysis aims to answer the key question of
how the type, scale and place of recent developments in the downtown help us
think about what could happen on the 8.8 acres in the future. As part of the market
analysis, nine interviews were conducted with developers, business owners,
community development financial institutions and economic development entities.
From these interviews various key themes emerged, including the downtown
development renaissance over the last decade, strong residential and hotel
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development, the opportunity for retail and small business near the Monroe Street
and Jefferson Avenue corridors, the significant development momentum adjacent
to the 1-375 corridor, and that financing market-rate development is challenging.

Steve Lewis then shared what was heard during the February LAC meeting on
urban design strategies. In February, the LAC participated in a “Place Your
Experiences” activity where they shared how they would prefer to experience public
open spaces, as well as a “Day 1 Budget” activity where LAC members expressed
their priorities regarding where to invest for day one community use of public open
spaces. During the February LAC activity, LAC members expressed several
objectives for the project design and implementation, including creating a safe and
connected pedestrian environment, enhancing opportunities for connections
beyond the project area, and creating safe and aesthetically pleasing streets that
include public art.

Adena Hill and Scott Kratz then shared what was heard at the March LAC on
community strategies. March LAC attendees identified key goals focused on
housing strategies, workforce development, health and wellness, and small
businesses.

To conclude the presentation, Kemba Braynon previewed the community open
house that will be held on April 30, including what LAC members can expect to see
and experience. Kemba shared that the meeting would include a presentation
focused on history, arts, culture, urban design and community strategies to share
the LAC participants' experience with the larger public, followed by a brief Q and A
session and a table board and stroll, giving the public the chance to directly interact
with project team members. Kemba also shared that the open house would be set
up with various activity stations around the room, including a community strategies
section, a story board gallery, urban design boards, and a question and resources
area. Lastly, Kemba shared four potential Mentimeter questions with the LAC that
were planned to be asked at the open house. The Mentimeter questions asked
what's Detroit's creative superpower, who this project should prioritize first, what
the group's top three takeaways were from the LAC and youth focus groups, and
what is the most important thing to get right with the 375 project. Based on
feedback from the LAC, the questions “Who should this project prioritize first?” and
“Detroit's creative superpower is...” were removed from the Mentimeter questions.
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The presentation from this LAC meeting is available on the project website,
375Detroit.org.

Following the presentation, LAC members participated in a short discussion and
question-and-answer session with the project team. Topics discussed included LAC
feedback regarding materials for the upcoming community meeting, the status of
the city’s draft zoning and land use plan, urban design, and the proposed
Mentimeter questions. (See Appendix A: Questions and Comments)
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APPENDIX A: QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Q: Will the boards at the open house reflect more detailed feedback?

A: Yes, the boards at the upcoming community open house will be more detailed and reflect
additional feedback.

Q: Is there an update on the zoning framework and how does the market analysis align with it?

A: The market analysis is being built using the city’s draft land use and zoning plan. The city is
looking forward to completing the final plan. More information can be found on the city
website at DetroitMi.gov/I375.

Q: How is public transit being considered within the project?

A: There is ongoing coordination with DDOT, SMART and RTA. While transit routes will not
change immediately, the boulevard is being designed to accommodate future transit expansion
and growth.

Q: Will the freeway be filled in from Mack Avenue to Jefferson Avenue?

A: The planned phase two construction work will include filling in the freeway south of Gratiot
Avenue, and a transition area north of Gratiot Avenue and south of the interchange, that will
bring cars to the new at-grade street. I-75 will remain a depressed freeway through downtown,
but a future interchange may be considered pending funding.

COMMENTS

The community strategy discission was appreciated, but the urban design content felt
insufficient, as we have been discussing aesthetics and pedestrian safety for years.

There is a concern about framing design and community connections as separate priorities; the
two should reinforce each other rather than compete.

The project team should more closely reference the DDP Peer Review and avoid being too
general.

There is a need to better integrate reparative justice and equitable opportunity into public
facing messages.

Please contact MDOT-I-375Corridor@Michigan.gov if there are changes or additions within five working
days. If no changes or additions are received, this will be considered an accurate account of the meeting.
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COMMENTS

The team should consider reframing the Menitimeter questions for the open house to reduce
jargon and ensure they are not difficult or uncomfortable for the public to answer.

The project team should consider framing urban design as an interpretive and educational
process, showing residents what improved connectivity could look like rather than asking them
for technical specifics. This approach could support more productive dialogue between the
community and the project team.
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APPENDIX B: MEETING ATTENDEES
Project Team

e Leslie Love, MDOT

e Jason Garza, MDOT

e Rob Morosi, MDOT

e Jon Loree, MDOT

e Gorette Yung, MDOT

e Dave Langlois, HNTB

e Dan Beard, HNTB

e Sasha Freeman, HNTB

e Emmy Reed, HNTB

e Dan Lijana, Lovio George Communications
e Kemba Braynon, Quinn Evans

e Joshua Powell, Quinn Evans

e Steve Lewis, Quinn Evans

e Saundra Little, Quinn Evans

e Brenda Williams, Quinn Evans

e Otto Condon, ZGF

e Joe Goodall, Dan's Excavating

e Steven Lampton, Dan’s Excavating
e Kennedy Taylor, Dan’s Excavating
e Ben Kohrman, Compass Strategies
e Kia Smith, Compass Strategies

e Jamaine Dickens, Compass Strategies

Project Partners

e John Sivills, City of Detroit

e Samuel Krassenstein, City of Detroit

e Adena Hill, The Kresge Foundation

e Scott Kratz, The Kresge Foundation

¢ Isaac Douglas, Downtown Detroit Partnership
e Elise Fields, Downton Detroit Partnership

e Eric Larson, Downtown Detroit Partnership
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375 Local Advisory Committee (Stakeholder)

e Jim Jenkins, Jenkins Construction

e Sam Butler, Doing Development Differently in Metro Detroit
e Stephanie Chang, Michigan State Senator

¢ Allison Bohn, Office of State Senator Stephanie Chang
e David Wilson, Crains Communication

e Tammy Eberhard, Historic Trinity Lutheran Church

e Daniel Nickodemus, Historic Trinity Lutheran Church
e James Fidler, Downtown Detroit Partnership

e Kim Monts, Detroit Historical Society

e Renard Monczunski, Detroit People’s Platform

e Jo Ann Bastien, Ss. Peter and Paul Jesuit

David Miechiels, Detroit Riverfront Conservancy

Ray Smith, The Black Bottom Group

375 Local Advisory Committee (Residential)

Olga Stella, Navarre Place

Mrs. Dee, Grassroots Detroit

Maria Urquidi, Lafayette Town Houses
Elizabeth Meyers, 1300 Lafayette

Non-LAC Members

e Martha Calloway, Grassroots Detroit
e David Whale, Resident

*Some non-LAC members may be sitting in for a member at their organization.

If you require assistance accessing this information or require it in an alternative
format, contact the Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) coordinator at Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA.
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