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LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 19 (COMBINED) 

DATE:  June 10, 2026 

TIME:  5:30 – 7:30 pm 

LOCATION: Christ Church Detroit, 960 E Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, MI 48207 

ATTENDEES: Local Advisory Committee (LAC) Members and Guests, City of Detroit 
Representatives, Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) Staff, Quinn 
Evans Staff, HNTB Staff, and Kresge Foundation Representatives. (See Appendix B: 
Meeting Attendees) 
 

If you require assistance accessing this information or require it in an alternative 
format, contact the Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) coordinator at Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA. 

MEETING SUMMARY 

The nineteenth Local Advisory Committee (LAC) meeting was a combined meeting 
with both residents and stakeholders on Wednesday, June 10, 2026. The goal of this 
meeting was to share project updates, including construction and design updates, 
provide information about the ongoing market analysis, and review feedback heard 
from previous LAC meetings and the April Community Open House on community 
strategies and urban design.  

Leslie Love opened the meeting by reviewing the project’s upcoming engagement 
schedule and the ongoing framework and design schedule. Leslie also shared 
construction updates on the storm sewer outfalls to the Detroit River and the 
restoration of the Detroit Riverfront path. Jon Loree then presented design updates 
on the Gratiot Avenue Bridge over the Dequindre Cut. 

Following the project updates, Dan Beard presented an update on the ongoing 
market analysis being conducted by SB Friedman, a Chicago-based real estate 
development consulting firm. Dan began by sharing preliminary opportunities for 
what could happen on the excess land identified through the market analysis, 
focusing on development potential in categories such as retail, residential housing 
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and cultural/civic institutions, and how those could benefit the community. Dan 
also shared a timeline for the market analysis, which is expected to be completed in 
the fall.   

Next, Adena Hill from the Kresge Foundation reviewed the top community 
strategies that have emerged through the engagement process. She explained that 
the project team began by presenting 73 existing community strategies to the LAC, 
30 of which were prioritized for additional public feedback during the April 
Community Open House. Input received at the open house identified housing, 
health and wellness, workforce development, small business, and arts and culture 
as the highest priorities. Adena then shared information on the first ever Kresge 
Innovative Projects: Detroit Plus (KIP: D+) grant opportunity the organization 
launched in partnership with Co.act Detroit and Michigan Community Resources 
(MCR). The grant will award up to $1.25 million for community-led projects that 
preserve, celebrate, and activate cultural identity. The program expects to award 10 
to 15 grants with funding decisions announced in August 2026. Some examples of 
grant ideas related to the 375 Project include art alleys, walking tours, and a 
cultural center.  

To conclude the presentation portion of the LAC meeting, Kemba Branyon shared 
what was heard during the April and May Youth Engagement Sessions. The youth 
group prioritized shared experiences, identified the Jefferson Avenue Node as the 
most important to invest in on Day 1, and felt that placemaking should focus on 
opportunities for connection, honoring the area’s history, and creating affordable 
pathways for economic engagement.  

The presentation from this and previous LAC meetings is available on the project 
website, 375Detroit.org.  

Following the presentation, LAC members engaged in a question-and-answer 
session with the project team (See Appendix A: Questions and Comments).  
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APPENDIX A: QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS  

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS  

Q: My property is located just off Jefferson Ave. and I-375, can you tell me how the project will 
affect my property value? 

A: The project team is unable to answer questions regarding individual property values as the 
market analysis does not include information on how individual property values will be 
affected.  

Q: When talking about the people involved in the Market Analysis, who is being referred to? I 
would like more information about who they are and what they want to do with the land. 

A: The market analysis was conducted by SB Friedman, a Chicago-based real estate 
development consulting firm. The SB Friedman team met with a few Detroit-based 
developers with experience in the area to better understand market trends and development 
conditions. These discussions were intended to gather insights on current market dynamics 
and did not include conversations about potential uses for the excess land (See Appendix C: 
Market Analysis Developers). The market analysis team will be at the July LAC meeting to 
further discuss their findings. The project team can provide meeting materials in advance to 
give LAC members sufficient time to review and consider the information before the meeting.   

Q: Did people apply for the grant program? 

A: Yes, over 200 applications were received. 

Q: Who is working to review the grant applications? 

A: The Kresge team, with support from Sidewalk Detroit, will review the applications to 
identify the opportunities that will be most beneficial and viable for the community.  

Q: Will input from the LAC and youth group be considered in the market analysis? 

A: Yes, the project team is coordinating with the market analysis team to share information 
and feedback received from engagement with both the LAC and youth group.  

Q: It would be interesting to see if there is any difference in perspective from youth who live 
in the project area and youth from other areas of the city. 

A: The group contains a mix of youth who live in the project area, as well as city-wide. The 
project team can go back and do that additional level of analysis.  

Since the project has been engaging with the youth within the area, another good way to 
connect could be to “adopt-a-school”. Chrysler Elementary is in the project area and could be 
adopted by MDOT.  

The city or project team should consider using Zoom as an option to help reach more people, 
especially in District 5.  
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APPENDIX B: MEETING ATTENDEES 

Project Team 

• Divya Iyer, MDOT 
• Leslie Love, MDOT 
• Jon Loree, MDOT 
• Andrea Wilcox, MDOT 
• Dave Langlois, HNTB 
• Dan Beard, HNTB 
• Steven Griffith, HNTB 
• Bradleigh Merrill, HNTB 
• Sasha Freeman, HNTB 
• Emmy Reed, HNTB  
• Aaliyah Greenhouse, HNTB 
• Sam Sav, HNTB 
• Steve Lampton, Dan’s Excavating  
• Laura Aylsworth, AECOM 
• Dan Lijana, Lovio George Communications 
• Christina Lovio-George, Lovio George Communications 
• Kemba Braynon, Quinn Evans  
• Joshua Powell, Quinn Evans 
• Megan Zidar, Quinn Evans 

Project Partners 

• John Sivills, City of Detroit 
• Adena Hill, The Kresge Foundation 
• Isaac Douglas, Downtown Detroit Partnership 
• Elise Fields, Downtown Detroit Partnership 
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375 Local Advisory Committee (Stakeholder) 

• Jim Jenkins, Jenkins Construction 
• Ruth Boeder, Christ Church Detroit  
• Jo Ann Hardy, Christ Church Detroit 
• Jerry Hardy, Christ Church Detroit  
• Todd Scott, Detroit Greenway Coalition 
• Terry Campbell, Office of U.S. Senator Gary Peters 
• Janet Jones, Source Book Sellers LLC 
• Renard Monczunski, Detroit People’s Platform  
• Bonnie Leone, Holy Family Church 
• Shawny DeBerry, Olympia Parking 
• Angela Carlberg, CDAD 
• Jo Ann Bastien, Ss. Peter and Paul Jesuit  
• Ray Smith, Black Bottom Group 

375 Local Advisory Committee (Residential) 

• Olga Stella, Navarre Place  
• Nathan Fisher, Parc Lafayette Association 
• Rebecca Chung, Lafayette Park Neighborhood Association 
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APPENDIX C: MARKET ANALYSIS DEVELOPERS 

SB Friedman Developer Meetings: 

• Marvin Beatty, Hollywood Casino Greektown 
• Eric Larson, Downtown Detroit Partnership 
• Cari Easterday, Downtown Detroit Partnership 
• Elizabeth Kmetz-Armitage, Michigan Central  
• Dave Blaszikiewicz, Invest Detroit 
• Lisa Nuszkowski, Bedrock 
• Jake Chidester, Bedrock 
• Katrina Watkins, Bailey Park NDC 
• Bob Roberts, Corktown Business Association 
• Byna Elliot, Opportunity Business Association 
• Clifford Brown, Woodborn Partners 
• David Howell, Detroit Economic Growth Corporation  
• George Roberts, Civic Companies 
• Mike Essian, American Community Developers, Inc. 
• Sonya Mays, Develop Detroit 
• Katy Trudeau, Eastern Market Partnership 

 

If you require assistance accessing this information or require it in an alternative 
format, contact the Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) coordinator at Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA. 
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