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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND 

Through the 375 Project, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) plans 
to convert the existing I-375 freeway into a street-level boulevard with signalized 
intersections from Gratiot Avenue to Woodbridge Avenue. The new design will 
meet current safety standards, reduce crashes, improve road efficiency, provide 
multimodal usages and more street-level connections between downtown, the 
Riverfront, Greektown, the Eastern Market, the stadium district, the theater district 
and the surrounding neighborhoods. The project includes numerous community 
benefits, including enhanced mobility and access for walkers, bikers, rollers and 
vehicles; decreased traffic congestion and crashes; and taking an equitable 
approach to incorporating the history of the Black Bottom and Paradise Valley 
neighborhoods that were removed for urban renewal and construction of the 
freeway.  

The environmental engagement phase of the project started in 2017 and concluded 
with the public hearing for the Environmental Assessment in January 2021. 
Throughout that time, the project team hosted four public meetings, seven local 
and government advisory committee meetings, 12 workshops with the City of 
Detroit, and more than 70 engagements with 25 different stakeholders. Through 
that engagement process, the Selected Alternative was identified to replace I-375 
with a new boulevard at the current city street level. The I-75/I-375 interchange will 
be rebuilt with a smaller footprint and enhanced connectivity.  

The Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), the final National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) decision document required to move forward with the I-375 
project, was completed in March 2022.  

MDOT, in partnership with the City of Detroit, kicked off the project’s early design 
phase in September 2022. During this phase, outreach has been accomplished 
through multiple means, including public meetings, local and government advisory 
committee meetings, and stakeholder meetings. Throughout this phase, the project 
team has hosted five public meetings, 22 local and government advisory committee 
meetings, four disadvantaged business enterprise (DBE) and small business 
enterprise (SBE) industry forums, and more than 60 engagements with multiple 
different stakeholder groups. Numerous communication channels, including the 
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project phone number, website, email and online comment forms, have also been 
available to the public.  

In September 2024, the City of Detroit, in partnership with MDOT, kicked off the I-
375 Neighborhood Framework process. The process will include four major public 
meetings, with the having taken place on Dec. 3, 2024. The second public meeting 
(April 22, 2025) focused on the Neighborhood Framework process, and gathered 
ideas from the public on what types of land uses they would like to see. The third 
meeting (June 26, 2025) shared a draft land use plan for the community to provide 
input on. Materials from the city’s Neighborhood Framework meetings can be 
found on the city’s website. The Framework process was paused and will continue 
sometime this year. 

On Aug. 11, 2025, MDOT announced a project pause due to rising costs, the 
longevity of the final project and roadway, public concern and responsible 
investment of taxpayer dollars. During this pause, the project team engaged with 
stakeholders throughout the project area, examined community feedback, 
strengthened relationships with key partners and reevaluated design alternatives 
to determine the best path forward for the project. Additionally, the pause allowed 
MDOT to deepen its collaboration with project partners the City of Detroit, 
Downtown Detroit Partnership, and the Kresge Foundation to recognize this is not 
just rebuilding a roadway but doing the necessary work in rebuilding trust and 
creating a model for how major infrastructure projects can advance community 
priorities.  

Following the pause, MDOT is assessing the feasibility of moving the project 
forward in phases: 

• Phase 1: The storm sewer outfall construction started in October 2025 and is 
now complete. Minor restoration work will take place in the area after the 
Grand Prix. Phase 1 also includes a new bridge at Gratiot Avenue over the 
Dequindre Cut. The new structure will replace the existing bridge, originally 
built in 1928. Design is currently underway and is expected to be completed 
this fall, with utility relocation work beginning this spring. 

• Phase 2: Phase 2 includes rebuilding Jefferson Avenue near I-375 and 
replacing I-375 with a new boulevard and local street, south of Gratiot 
Avenue. Design is expected to start this spring, with construction to start in 
summer 2027 and end in fall 2029. 

https://detroitmi.gov/departments/planning-and-development-department/neighborhood-plans/central-design-region/i-375-project-zoning-and-land-use-study
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• Phase 3: Additional coordination and analysis are needed before planning 
and design can move forward for the I-75 interchange north of Gratiot 
Avenue.  

The November 2025 community meeting was the first opportunity for the 
community to engage with the project team since the project pause was 
announced. 

Building on this renewed engagement approach, subsequent efforts emphasized 
art, culture and equitable community development strategies as integral 
components of the project. MDOT worked closely with a Local Advisory Committee 
(LAC) and project partners to explore ways the corridor could reflect Detroit’s 
history, celebrate local identity and create spaces that support community 
gathering, storytelling and placemaking. Engagement activities focused on 
identifying opportunities for public art, cultural expression and urban design 
features that honored Black Bottom and Paradise Valley while supporting equitable 
development and long-term community benefits. 

The April 2026 community open house built upon this work by sharing updates on 
stormwater outfall construction, project phasing and the Community 
Enhancements Plan. The meeting provided an opportunity to present urban design 
concepts and community strategies developed with the LAC, gather feedback and 
further advance the project as both a transportation improvement and a 
community-centered redevelopment effort. 

1.2 COMMUNITY MEETING SUMMARY 

MDOT hosted a community open house in April 2026 to provide updates on the 375 
Project and to continue engagement on the process to refine the Community 
Enhancements Plan, validate community-identified priorities and gather input on 
urban design concepts, cultural preservation and equitable community 
development strategies for the corridor and adjacent neighborhoods. The meeting 
was hosted in person at the Eastern on April 30, 2026. The meeting was also live 
streamed on MDOT’s YouTube channel. 

Promotion for the event included stakeholder outreach, social media post, news 
releases, updates shared through the project’s communication channels and a 
postcard mailed to every address within a half-mile of the project area. Additional 
postcards were distributed to community leaders for them to share with their 
neighbors, and project partners also promoted the community open house through 
their respective channels and networks. MDOT utilized the project website to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkzYhfeRQaw
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provide meeting materials and updates, and the Public Involvement Management 
Application (PIMA) to collect online comments and distribute meeting notifications. 

The meeting was held in an open house format with interactive project displays 
positioned throughout the room. Attendees were welcomed with an opportunity to 
review the displays, speak with project team members and learn more about key 
project elements. Following the open house portion, the project team delivered a 
brief presentation and participated in a question-and-answer session. Afterward, 
attendees were invited to continue engaging with the displays, ask additional 
questions and provide feedback directly to the project team. The meeting 
presentation provided an overview of the 375 Project and was designed to: 

• Reaffirm the project’s purpose and history. 

• Share updates on project direction following the pause. 

• Provide information on stormwater outfall construction. 

• Present draft urban design concepts developed with the LAC and youth focus 
group, focused on place making, history, arts and culture. 

• Equitable community development strategies grounded in community input, 
including: 

o Housing Strategies: Mixed-income housing, down payment assistance, 
and community ownership models. 

o Economic and Small Business Strategies: Support for Black-owned and 
legacy businesses, pop-ups and kiosks, construction-phase business 
assistance. 

o Workforce Development: Hiring fairs, paid training and partnerships 
with unions and schools. 

o Health and Environmental Strategies: Tree canopy expansion, open 
space, stormwater infrastructure and environmental monitoring. 

o Public Realm and Urban Design: Plazas, parks, community gardens 
and a connected open space network. 

o Arts, Culture and Heritage: Murals, cultural centers, storytelling 
elements and historic markers honoring Black Bottom and Paradise 
Valley. 

o Mobility and Connectivity: Improved pedestrian, bike and transit 
access. 
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• Offer opportunities for questions and public comment. 

Presentation materials were made available on the project website. 

The interactive project display topics included:  

• Urban Design Station (Interactive): Featured visual boards and draft urban 
design diagrams illustrating early ideas for open space networks, street 
connections and land use concepts developed in collaboration with the LAC. 
Participants engaged in hands-on exercises to test urban design approaches, 
including exploring how different configurations of open space, mobility and 
development could shape the character and experience of the corridor.  

• Community Strategies Station (Interactive): Presented proposed strategies 
related to housing, health and wellness, workforce development, small 
business, arts and culture. Materials asked attendees what should be done 
with the newly available land and what should be done to support 
neighborhoods affected by the project, and asked that they prioritize the 
suggested strategies while providing their reasoning for prioritizing.   

• Project Information/Design Q&A Station: Provided an opportunity for 
attendees to speak directly with MDOT staff and project team members 
about project design, construction approach, phasing and impacts. This 
station served as a space for detailed questions and clarification, helping 
participants better understand technical aspects of the project. 

• Story Board Gallery (History and Culture): Displayed storytelling materials 
focused on the history of Black Bottom and Paradise Valley, including cultural 
narratives and community context. Participants engaged with these displays 
to reflect on historical impacts and share input on how history should be 
recognized and integrated into future design. 

Discussion topics during the question-and-answer session included project 
timing, land use, cultural recognition, mobility for all users and how public input 
will continue to shape future project decisions.  

Overall, the community engagement period for the project resulted in 25 written 
responses collected through a combination of in-person and virtual meeting 
comments, feedback on the design alternative roll plot and submissions via the 
online comment form. These responses reflected a range of community 
perspectives and priorities, with common themes including interest in expanded 
opportunities for engagement and continued input, questions regarding the 
updated project schedule, the newly created land and the project phasing. A 

https://375detroit.org/community-calendar/april-2026-open-house-community-meeting/
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detailed breakdown of these comments is available in 375 Project Community 
Meeting Summary (April 2026), including Table 5.1, which outlines the 
predominant topics raised throughout this phase of engagement. 

2 COMMUNITY MEETING DETAILS 

Table 2.1 Meeting Details 

STAKEHOLDER GROUP/DATE TIME LOCATION ATTENDEES 

All stakeholders 
Thursday, April 30, 2026 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
The Eastern 
3434 Russell St. Detroit, 
MI 48207 

101 

All stakeholders 
Friday, April 30, 2026  
– Friday, May 15, 2025 

N/A YouTube  224 

3 NOTIFICATION PROCESS 

MDOT invited the public to participate in the community meeting using in-person 
and online methods (listed in Table 3.1). 

Table 3.1 Methods of Notification 

MEDIUM SUMMARY OF COMMUNICATIONS 

Postcard Mailing A postcard with the community meeting information was distributed 
to more than 13,000 addresses within a half-mile radius of the project 
corridor. Additional postcards were also delivered to community 
spaces throughout the corridor. 

Media 
Advisories/ 
Releases 

MDOT sent a news release 14 days before the meeting date to inform 
the media and public about the event. 

Project Website The project website included meeting details. 

Email Outreach An electronic invitation was sent through the project’s email system to 
more than 1,500 subscribers. 

3.1 EARNED MEDIA PROMOTION 

This community meeting garnered earned media coverage before the April 30 
community meeting (listed in Table 3.2). 
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Table 3.2 List of Earned Media Coverage 

MEDIA OUTLET RELEASE 
DATE 

LINK TO COVERAGE 

Detroit 
Greenways 
Coalition 

April 23, 2026 https://www.facebook.com/DetroitGreenways/posts/
375-project-community-open-house-is-tonight-
thursday-april-30th-530-730pm-at-
the/942014481784807/ 

Public Now  April 28, 2026 Michigan Department of Transportation (via Public) / 
Reminder: MDOT and project partners hosting 
community open house April 30 on 375 project in 
Detroit 

4 COMMUNITY MEETING MATERIALS 

A variety of materials, including boards and maps, were used at the community 
meeting stations to collect feedback and input from attendees. Table 4.1 details 
what materials were used and at what station. Materials can be viewed on the 
project website.  

Table 4.1 List of Community Meeting Materials 

MATERIALS PLACEMENT/USE 

PowerPoint Presentation Community meeting  
Project website 

https://www.facebook.com/DetroitGreenways/posts/375-project-community-open-house-is-tonight-thursday-april-30th-530-730pm-at-the/942014481784807/
https://www.facebook.com/DetroitGreenways/posts/375-project-community-open-house-is-tonight-thursday-april-30th-530-730pm-at-the/942014481784807/
https://www.facebook.com/DetroitGreenways/posts/375-project-community-open-house-is-tonight-thursday-april-30th-530-730pm-at-the/942014481784807/
https://www.facebook.com/DetroitGreenways/posts/375-project-community-open-house-is-tonight-thursday-april-30th-530-730pm-at-the/942014481784807/
https://www.publicnow.com/view/D21FB0013BA2BE9655D6CF972B3FC98A464B3D2D
https://www.publicnow.com/view/D21FB0013BA2BE9655D6CF972B3FC98A464B3D2D
https://www.publicnow.com/view/D21FB0013BA2BE9655D6CF972B3FC98A464B3D2D
https://www.publicnow.com/view/D21FB0013BA2BE9655D6CF972B3FC98A464B3D2D
http://375detroit.org/
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Project Boards  
Honoring and Celebrating History 

• Theme Map   
• Project Area - Cultural Milestones 
• Story Mapping a Few Historic Places and Events - 

North of Gratiot Avenue 
• Story Mapping a Few Historic Places and Events - 

South of Gratiot Avenue 
• Immigration + Integration: Eastern Market 
• Immigration + Integration: Riverfront - Detroit is a City 

of Nations 
• Immigration + Integration: Brewster Wheeler Rec 

Center - A Community for All 
• Black-Owned Businesses: Chicken Shrimp House  
• Black-Owned Businesses: Foundation and Food 

Service  
• Black-Owned Businesses: Joe’s Record Shop 
• Black-Owned Businesses: Mercy Hospital 
• Impact of Urban Renewal: 1943 Detroit Race Riots  
• Impact of Urban Renewal: Chrysler Freeway/Interstate 

375 
• Impact of Urban Renewal: Lafayette I and II 
• Culture/Arts/Music: Organizations for Social Uplift 
• Culture/Arts/Music: Detroit’s Black and Tan 
• Culture/Arts/Music: Castle Theater 
• Culture/Arts/Music: Glanton Dowdell 
• Culture/Arts/Music: Judy Bowman 
• Diversity of Religion: Black Churches - Bethel African 

Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church 
• Diversity of Religion: Temple Beth El - Judaism 
• Diversity of Religion: Castle Theater - Nation of Islam 
• Anything Else?  

Urban Design and the Public Realm 
• 375 Project Urban Design and yhe Public Realm: 

Laying the Foundation for the Future 
• 375 Project Urban Design and the Public Realm: 

Community Priorities for “Place Experiences” 

Community meeting  
Project website 
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MATERIALS PLACEMENT/USE 
• 375 Project Urban Design and the Public Realm: 

Establishing a Future Community Open Space Network 
• 375 Project Urban Design and he Public Realm: A Place 

Respecting and Celebrating History 
• 375 Project Urban Design and the Public Realm: 

Connecting the Community 
• 375 Project Urban Design and the Public Realm: Laying 

the Foundation for the Future 
• 375 Project Urban Design and the Public Realm: 

Setting the Stage for Future Development 
• 375 Project Urban Design and the Public Realm: What 

if? A Preliminary Concept Sketch 

Roll Plot 
• 375 Design: Phased Approach Conceptual Phase 1 

Boulevard South of Gratiot Avenue, April 2026 

Community meeting   
Project website 

Standard Comment Card Community meeting 

Online Comment Form Project website 

5 COMMUNITY MEETING COMMENTS 

Between April 30 and May 15, written comments were submitted at community meetings 
or online. The respective sources of this feedback and their volumes are summarized in the 
table below.    

Table 5.1 Public Feedback 

SOURCE PARTICIPANTS 

Livestream Comments   2 

Online Comment Form 3 

Community Meeting Standard Comment Card 2 

Community Meeting Design Alternative Roll Plot 12 

Community Meeting Verbal Questions/Comments 6 

TOTAL 25 

The main themes expressed through the comments were:   

1. Interest regarding opportunities for small businesses. 
2. Requests for information related to landownership in designated areas. 
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3. Interest in understanding how the community will be impacted. 
4. Concerns about changes in travel time, traffic flow and potential impacts on 

businesses visited in that area. 
5. Desire for continued project progress and future updates on design and 

implementation. 
6. Support for narrower roadway design with slower speeds along with community 

design suggestions.  

All community meeting comments can be reviewed in Appendix B: Community 
Meeting Verbal Questions and Comments. 

6 NEXT STEPS 

Attendees generally expressed appreciation for the project's extensive engagement 
efforts and the incorporation of community feedback to date, while continuing to 
seek clarity on issues such as property values, traffic impacts, excess land 
disposition and long-term economic benefits.  

This community open house was a valuable opportunity to engage with the broader 
community on the 375 Project. Participant comments and questions reflected a 
strong desire for the project to deliver benefits that extend beyond transportation 
improvements and actively support community restoration, economic opportunity 
and neighborhood stability.  

Community members emphasized the importance of acknowledging the historical 
impacts of displacement associated with the original freeway construction, while 
ensuring that the project's future land use decisions prioritize community voice, 
cultural preservation and equitable outcomes. Recurring themes included interest 
in affordable and community-controlled housing, support for existing and legacy 
businesses, workforce and contracting opportunities for Detroit residents and small 
businesses, and the creation of welcoming public spaces that improve connectivity, 
accessibility, and quality of life.  

Overall, the conversation reinforced a shared expectation that the project should 
serve as both a transportation investment and a catalyst for community 
reconnection, honoring the history of Black Bottom and Paradise Valley while 
creating meaningful opportunities for current and future generations. 

MDOT remains committed to delivering a project that brings meaningful 
improvements to the I-375 corridor while reflecting the diverse perspectives of the 
community.  
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Additional community engagement opportunities are planned throughout summer 
2026, with a focus on advancing the Community Enhancements Plan and 
continuing coordination with project partners. Engagement and communication 
efforts will continue throughout the remainder of 2026 as the project progresses. 
Updates, meeting materials, and information about upcoming opportunities remain 
available on the project website at www.375detroit.org. 

http://www.375detroit.org/
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APPENDIX B: COMMENTS 

COMMUNITY MEETING VERBAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 

ATTENDEE QUESTION/COMMENT PROJECT TEAM ANSWER/RESPONSE 

My parents owned a home in Black Bottom 
and I was concerned when I heard the 
phrase “selective displacement” instead of 
racism.  

 

I want to applaud you, MDOT, for the 
community engagement that you have done 
in the community. 

 

As a business owner on Jefferson Avenue 
near the project corridor, I would like to 
understand how the new boulevard may 
impact surrounding property value? 

Currently the market analysis and value 
capture are underway. The project team is 
hopeful that once the analysis is 
completed they can provide an answer; 
however, as of now the team is unable to 
definitively say how property values will be 
affected. 

How will traffic be affected both during 
construction and upon the completion of the 
project for people traveling to businesses 
within the project area? 

During construction, access through the 
northbound and southbound Chrysler 
Drive service drives will be maintained and 
Lafayette Street will remain open. The 
team is also continuing to evaluate 
destination traffic assignment (DTA) 
modeling and is assessing how much 
additional time it may take to travel from 
Gratiot Avenue to Jefferson Avenue. 

Once the freeway is removed, will it take 
longer to reach my business on Jefferson 
Avenue? 

Yes. When the freeway is removed, travel 
time may slightly increase but not a 
significant amount.  

I would like a copy of the report concerning 
the updated traffic flow in my designated 
area. 
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ATTENDEE QUESTION/COMMENT PROJECT TEAM ANSWER/RESPONSE 

There are a few people who had relatives 
that lived in the area where the new excess 
land. It is not a very large piece of land and 
there are concerns about who gets it. Who is 
making the decision about who gets the 
land, MDOT or the city of Detroit? 

An executive board will be (but has not yet 
been created), consisting of a governor 
appointee, a mayor appointee, someone 
appointed by the director of MDOT, and 
two at-large public appointees selected by 
the first three to help work through the 
decision-making process. 

What opportunities are there for DBEs to be 
engaged with this project? 

This is a progressive design-build project, 
with the contractor fully engaged 
throughout the process. As part of their 
responsibilities, the contractor participates 
in community engagement efforts, 
including workforce development 
initiatives aimed at engaging small 
businesses in this work. 

Are there percentages determined DBE 
participation on the project?  

Yes, there are. MDOT will follow up with 
specific percentages and information. 

Will there be any changes in Layfette’s 
historic area? 

The area east of the northbound service 
drive near Lafayette Park will not be 
affected since all construction will remain 
within the current I-375 right of way. 

What will be done to the mental health 
building on I-75? 

That building is not affiliated with this 
project.   
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COMMUNITY MEETING STANDARD COMMENT CARD 

COMMENT 

I-375 land can be used for a movie theatre and trek bike shop and affordable family 
restaurants, including Olga’s Kitchen, Black Bottom and Detroit Public School Museums. It 
could help City of Detroit, Riverfront.  

You can stop the charade. This project proposal is just another Gilbert land grab that came 
too late. Breaking News: He sold the Casino! 
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ONLINE COMMENT FORM 

COMMENT ZIPCODE 

The number one priority should be making the road narrower. Please 
adopt the DDP plan to have two narrow roads instead of one wide one. 
The design speed should be 25 mph like a normal city street. 

48214 

I love the promenade idea, and it was great to see a rendering of what 
the tree canopy could look like along the new streets. 

48198 

I’m looking forward to an update. 48207 

 

LIVESTREAM COMMENTS (YOUTUBE) 

COMMENT 

Will questions asked in the chat be answered live? 

Make the area African American just as Mexican, China, etc., has areas of the city set out 
for them and their cultures.  
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COMMUNITY MEETING DESIGN ROLL PLOT COMMENTS 

ROLL PLOT COMMENT 

Design Alternatives Connectivity from Gratiot to Boulevard? Cars, Buses 

Design Alternatives Barnes and Nobles bookstore or independent bookstore. 

Design Alternatives Are roundabouts possible to slow traffic? 

Design Alternatives Beautification opportunities, allow a greater sense of community 
pride. 

Design Alternatives Less car lanes! Safer for pedestrians, slower cars, quieter. 

Design Alternatives Public parking.  

Design Alternatives 16 screen state of the art movie theatre. Trek bike shop (national 
bike brand bike company). 

Design Question Will median of boulevard be accessible, useable, or just grass?  

Design Alternatives No 12 lanes! 10 only. Listen to NACTO. 

Design Alternatives Please ensure this plan supports public transit, maybe even a 
designated bus lane. People > Cars. 

Design Alternatives Affordable soul food restaurant. 

Design Alternatives  Affordable family restaurants. Water park. Olga's. 

Design Alternatives Roundabouts at new boulevard and Jefferson Avenue and at 
Gratiot Avenue? 

Design Alternatives Gas station and a car wash with free vacuums next to each other.  

Design Alternatives Breakfast and coffee shop with affordable price. 

  

If you require assistance accessing this information or require it in an alternative 
format, contact the Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) coordinator at Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA. 

https://www.michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA
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