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375 PROJECT PARTNERS MESSAGE TO THE COMMUNITY 

July 13, 2026 

Community Members:  

The 375 project partners want to share recent updates and relevant progress; The 
Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) remains committed and is on 
target to begin construction in 2027. MDOT is progressing through the required 
administrative process and approvals with the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) to proceed with planned project phasing. MDOT’s completed and accepted 
traffic analysis allows planning and design efforts to advance while the remaining 
steps are finalized. This milestone readies the project to move forward and reveals 
a reimagined corridor that reflects the aspirations of Detroiters.    

Removal of the freeway and construction of the boulevard has evolved through 
collaboration of project partners- MDOT, the city of Detroit, the Downtown Detroit 
Partnership, The Kresge Foundation, and the residents and stakeholders whose 
vision continues to shape its direction. Pending all approvals, construction is 
anticipated to begin in summer 2027 on the section between Gratiot Avenue and 
Jefferson Avenue. Design and construction north of Gratiot Avenue, including the I-
75/I-375 interchange, is currently unfunded and will be addressed at a future date.  

The transformation is expected to create up to 9 acres of excess land, opening the 
door to reconnecting neighborhoods, restoring parts of the historic street grid, 
honoring the legacy of Black Bottom and Paradise Valley, and creating 
opportunities for new public spaces that foster connections, belonging, and 
economic potential.  

Continued community engagement will help determine final design priorities, 
future land use considerations and community-centered implementation 
strategies.  

A PROJECT ROOTED IN NECESSITY AND POSSIBILITY 
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The I-375 corridor’s aging infrastructure requires significant investment, including 
bridge conditions and underground infrastructure needs. Addressing these 
conditions is essential to public safety and the long-term function of the corridor. 
But this project is far more than just repairs. It’s about ensuring that the 
infrastructure we build today reflects the community and does not erase it.   

INTENTIONAL PARTNERSHIP, INTENTIONAL PROCESS 

The phased approach grew out of the 2025 project pause-a moment used 
intentionally to listen, reassess, and realign. The pause was an act of accountability 
powered by the partnership around a shared commitment to address historical 
harm, reflect community objectives and demonstrate what is possible when major 
infrastructure investments are designed to repair rather than repeat the past. 
During that time, MDOT and project partners used updated traffic modeling, 
technical reviews and community input to explore how the project could move 
forward in a way that better reflects community priorities and long-term benefit. 

No single organization can deliver on the full promise of this project. MDOT brings 
transportation expertise. The city brings land use authority. DDP brings design 
vision and community engagement. Kresge brings a framework for reparative 
outcomes. And the community brings past, present and future perspectives that 
anchors all of it.  

WHAT THE TRANSFORMATION ENABLES 

Project work packages are being developed to: 

• Replace the Gratiot Avenue bridge over the Dequindre Cut,  
• convert the existing I-375/Jefferson Avenue interchange into a traditional 

intersection, and  
• construct a boulevard south of Gratiot Avenue and build a local street on the 

eastern edge of the project limits. 

Throughout design and construction, MDOT and its partners commit to working 
closely with residents, the Local Advisory Committee, and stakeholders to ensure 
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the project delivers on its obligations-from safe and accessible roadway design to 
cultural heritage preservation to local economic opportunity.  

SHAPING THE FUTURE TOGETHER 

Project partners are leading a neighborhood framework planning process to guide 
how the project advances community vision by ensuring priorities drive decisions 
about land use public space, and honoring history.   

Engagement with the community and stakeholders will continue throughout the 
design and construction phases. Together, we will build a corridor that reflects the 
people who live, work and travel here-a future rooted in connection, opportunity 
and shared pride.  

Thank you for your time and continued interest, 

375 Project Partners 

Instagram | Facebook | Threads | YouTube 

https://www.instagram.com/375detroit/
https://www.facebook.com/375Detroit/
https://www.threads.com/@375detroit
https://www.youtube.com/@MichiganDOT/playlists
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