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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

1.1  PROJECT BACKGROUND 

Through the I -375 Reconnecting Communities Project, MDOT plans to convert the 

existing freeway into a street -level boulevard with signalized intersections from 

Gratiot Avenue to Atwater Street  and build a safe, modern interchange . The new 

design will meet current safety standards, reduce crashes, improve road efficiency,  

provide  multi -modal usages , and more street -level connections between 

downtown, the Riverfront, Greektown, the Eastern Market, the stadium district, the 

theater district, and the surrounding neighborhoods.  The project includes 

numerous community  benefits, including enhanced  mobility  and access for 

walkers, bikers, rollers, and vehicles; decreased traffic congestion and crashes ; and 

taking an equitable approach to incorporating the history of the Black Bottom and 

Paradise Valley neighborhoods that were removed for urban renewal and 

construction of the freeway.  Early works construction is currently planned to start 

in 2025.  

The environmental engagement phase of the project started in 2017 and concluded 

with the public hearing for the Environmental Assessment in January 2021. 

Throughout that time, the project team hosted four public meetings, seven local 

and government advisor y committee meetings, 12 workshops with the City of 

Detroit, and over 70 engagements with 25 different stakeholders. Through that 

engagement process, the Selected Alternative was identified.  The Selected 

Alternative will replace I -375 with a new boulevard at the current city street level 

from I -75 to Atwater Street. The existing I -75/I -375 interchange will  be rebuilt with a 

smaller footprint and enhanced connectivity.  

The Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), the final National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA) decision document required to move forward with the I -375 

project, was completed by March 2022.  

MDOT, in partnership with the City of Detroit, kicked off the project Ʌs early design 

phase in September 2022. During this phase, outreach has been accomplished 

through multiple means, including  public meetings, local and government advisory 

committee meetings,  and stakeholder meetings . Throughout  this  phase, the project 

team has hosted four  public meetings, 15 local and government advisory 

committee meetings, three  Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) industry 

forums, and over 60 engagements with 40 different stakeholder groups. Numerous 

communication channels , including the project phone number, website, email,  

social media,  and online comment forms,  have also been available to the public . 
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In September 2024, t he City of Detroit, in partnership with MDOT, kicked off the I -

375 Neighborhood Framework process . The Neighborhood Framework community 

meetings  will continue through the end of August 2025 , and the Framework 

document will be shared in Octobe r. Follow up engagement will continue through 

the projectɅs construction. The process includes four major public meetings , the 

first took place on December 3, 2024. The second meeting took place on April 22, 

2025, and the third will be on June 26, 2025. There are many opportunities for the 

community to get involved.  

On June 5, 2025, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) hosted a 

public meeting at The Eastern, located at 3434 Russel St. in Detroit. The meeting 

covered  a wide range of topics , focusing on the design and construction o f the I -375 

Project . The meeting provided community members with information about the 

upcoming early works construction , traffic staging, why the project is happening, 

the project benefits, examples of what the project will look like once completed , 

and more .  

1.2  COMMUNITY  MEETING SUMMARY 

This report summarizes  the Michigan Department of TransportationɅs (MDOT) June 

2025 community meeting focusing on the early design phase of  the I -375 

Reconnecting Communities Project.  This in-person community meeting was led by 

MDOT and hosted at The Eastern, in Eastern Market, on  June 5, 2025. 

Promotion for the event included press releases, stakeholder outreach, social 

media posts,  emails to subscribers,  and a postcard mailing to every address within 

a half -mile of the project area (13,000+ addresses). Additional postcards were 

distributed to community leaders for them to share with their neighbors, and 

project partners also promoted the community meeting  through their respective 

channels and networks. MDOT used the project website  for updates and project 

materials, the Public Involvement Management Application (PIMA) for online 

comments , and for distributing project notifications . 

The community meeting started with the opportunity for attendees to speak with 

project team members and review project information stations before and after the 

presentation concluded. The presentation started promptly at 6:00 p.m. and was 

created to:  

Á Review the purpose and need of the I -375 Reconnecting Communities  

project.  

Á Provide project updates , including additional non -motorized and pedestrian 

connectivity, design updates to the new boulevard, benefits of the new storm 

https://www.michigan.gov/i375
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sewer outfall, an overview of how the new boulevard is going to be 

constructed, and the neighborhood framework schedule.  

Á Discuss maintenance of traffic  including input heard during listening sessions 

with the community,  and preliminary  traffic staging concepts.  

Á Review the upcoming meeting schedule.  

Á Allow the community to ask questions to the project team.  

See Appendix B to review images of the  Presentation . 

Immediately following the presentation there was a question and answers session. 

To review questions from attendees and answers from the project team, see 

Community  Meeting Verbal Questions and Comments  in Appendix C.  

 After the project team answered questions, attendees were invited to speak to 

project team members directly at the project information stations. The project 

information stations  around the room were:  

Á Project Overview ɀ This station provide d a general overview of the project, why 

the project is happening now, and  how the new boulevard will look once 

constructed.   

Á Project Benefits ɀ This station explain ed how the project will provide community 

benefits and improvements throughout the corridor, including new stormwater 

management infrastructure, connectivity options, and vehicular and pedestrian 

safety improvements.  

Á WhatɅs Next ɀ This station provide d information about early works construction 

limits, detour routes throughout the corridor, construction staging sections, and 

work package limits.  

Á Progressive Design -Build ɀ This station  explain ed the benefits of the Progressive 

Design-Build project delivery method , why it is the best option  for this project, 

and a timeline illustrating how the design and framework processes coordinate . 

Á Project Team ɀ This station review ed the roles and responsibilities of the various 

organizations working to deliver the project.  

Á Alternative Considered ɀ This station detail ed the previous Boulevard and 

ϥnterchange Alternatives considered during the projectɅs Environmental 

Assessment phase, community feedback on the alternatives, and how that 

feedback was incorporated into the current design.  

For more details on the topics covered at the stations, see Community  Meeting 

Materials . To view the project boards, see Project Boards  in Appendix B.  



 I-375 Reconnecting Communities Project  

Community Meeting Summary   (Version 0.1 ɀJune 2025)   

A-4 

 

Overall, this community engagement meeting garnered 70 written responses from 

in-person and virtual meeting comments, comments on the design alternative roll 

plot, and the online comment form. To see a breakdown of these comments, see  

Between June 5 and June 19, 2025, 70 written comments were submitted at the 

community meeting or online . The respective sources of this feedback and their 

volumes are summarized in the table below.  

Table 5.1. Some of the predominant themes in these comments were concerns 

about pedestrian safety, excess property use, and construction mitigation.  

2 COMMUNITY  MEETING DETAILS 

Table 2.1 Meeting Details  

STAKEHOLDER 

GROUP/DATE 
TIME LOCATION ATTENDEES 

All stakeholders  

Thursday, June 5, 2025 

5:30 ɀ 

7:30 p.m.  

The Eastern 

3434 Russell St. 

Detroit,  MI 48207 

115 

3 NOTIFICATION PROCESS 

MDOT invited the public to participate in the community meeting using traditional 

and online methods . These methods are listed in Table 3.1 

Table 3.1 Methods of Notification  

MEDIUM SUMMARY OF COMMUNICATIONS 

Postcard Mailing  

A postcard with the community  meeting information was 

distributed to over 13,000 addresses  within a 1/2 -mile radius of 

the project corridor . Additional postcards were also delivered to 

community spaces throughout the corridor.  

Media Advisories/ 

Press Releases 

MDOT sent a press release 10 days before the meeting date to 

inform the media and public about  the event.  

Project Website  The project website included meeting details.  

Email Outreach  

The project team followed up with key community stakeholders 

to send an electronic invitation via email. In addition, the City of 

Detroit sent the public meeting invitation to its  email lists. An 

email was also sent out to 1,355 people who are registered to 

the project's PIMA list.  
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To see the notification materials, see Appendix A: Error! Reference source not 

found. . 

3.1  EARNED MEDIA PROMOTION 

This community meeting garnered a robust amount of earned media coverage 

before the June 5 th  community meeting. They are listed in  Table 3.2. 

Table 3.2 List of Earned Media Coverage  

MEDIA 

OUTLET 

RELEASE 

DATE 
LINK TO COVERAGE 

ABC 7 Detroit  
June 5, 

2025 

https://www.wxyz.com/news/voices/i -375-project -to -

reconnect -detroit -communities -begins-this -fall -set-to -be-

finished -in-2029 

ABC 7 Detroit  
June 5, 

2025 

 

https://www.wxyz.com/news/voices/i-375-project-to-reconnect-detroit-communities-begins-this-fall-set-to-be-finished-in-2029
https://www.wxyz.com/news/voices/i-375-project-to-reconnect-detroit-communities-begins-this-fall-set-to-be-finished-in-2029
https://www.wxyz.com/news/voices/i-375-project-to-reconnect-detroit-communities-begins-this-fall-set-to-be-finished-in-2029
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MEDIA 

OUTLET 

RELEASE 

DATE 
LINK TO COVERAGE 

MDOT 
June 4, 

2025 

 

Detroit 

Greenways 

Coalition  

June 2, 

2025 

 

 



 I-375 Reconnecting Communities Project  

Community Meeting Summary   (Version 0.1 ɀJune 2025)   

A-7 

 

4 COMMUNITY  MEETING MATERIALS 

This community meeting's purpose was to share project updates, review project 

benefits, share the upcoming early works construction schedule, present 

construction staging concepts, and gather feedback and input from the community. 

A variety of materials,  including project boards and handouts, were used at the 

community meeting stations to collect feedback and input from attendees . Table 

4.1 List of Community Meeting Materials  details what materials were used and at 

what station. Materials can be viewed in Public Meeting Materials . 

Table 4.1 List of Community Meeting Materials  

MATERIALS PLACEMENT/USE 

PowerPoint  Presentation  

Community  meeting  

Virtual  meeting  

Project website  

Project Boards  

Project Overview  

Á Why Now? 

Á Project Limits  

Á Boulevard and Cycle Track Comparison  

Á Aerial Before and After  

 

Project Benefits  

Á Nonmotorized Connections  

Á Vehicular and Pedestrian Safety  

WhatɅs Next 

Á Early Works Detours  

Á MOT Boulevard and Lafayette ɀ Construction Staging 

Sections 

Á Work Package Limits  

Á Key Messages 

Progressive -Design Build  

Project Team  

Á Organizational Chart  

Alternatives Considered  

Á Alternatives Considered  

Community  meeting  

Project website  

Roll Plot s Community  meeting  
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Á I-375 Design Alternative  Map, May 2025  

Handouts  

Á Storm System Flyer  

Á Station Check List  

Á Project Timeline  

Community meeting  

Questions/Comments Card  Community meeting  

Standard Comment Card  Community meeting  

Online Comment Form  Project website  

5 COMMUNITY  MEETING COMMENTS 

Between June 5 and June 19, 2025, 70 written comments were submitted at the 

community meeting or online . The respective sources of this feedback and their 

volumes are summarized in the table below.  

Table 5.1 Public Feedback  

SOURCE PARTICIPANTS 

Community Meeting  Verbal  Questions/Comments Card  38 

Community  Meeting  Standard  Comment  Card  3 

Community Meeting Station Checklist Comments  6 

Community  Meeting Design Alternative Roll Plot  20 

Online Comment Form  3 

TOTAL 70 

 

The main themes expressed through comment cards and online comments were:  

1. Concerns about pedestrian crossing distances and bicyclist safety 

throughout the corridor.  

2. Concerns about increased noise and dust pollution during construction.  

3. Interest in construction detour routes for pedestrians and vehicles.  

4. Interest in construction mitigation plans throughout the corridor.  

5. Interest in excess property use and ownership after construction.  

6. ϥnterest in the projectɅs federal and state funding sources. 

7. Desire to increase landscaping and trees throughout the corridor.  
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The main themes expressed in comments on the design alternative roll plot were:  

1. Interest in expanding landscaping and increasing the number of trees along 

the new boulevard.  

2. Interest in increasing walkability and pedestrian safety throughout the 

corridor.  

3. Interest in the excess property use after construction is complete.  

4. Concerns about traffic volume during special events during construction.  

5. Concerns about disjointed bike and walking paths that do not connect and 

end abruptly.  

To review all written community  meeting comments, see  Appendix C: . 
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6 NEXT STEPS 

The I-375 Reconnecting Communities Project June 2025 Community Meeting was a n 

opportunity for the community to learn about why the project is happening and 

how community input shaped the current design, what the boulevard will look like 

once it is completed, pedestrian safety features,  project updates, project benefits, 

the upcoming early works construction, and construction staging concepts. The 

meeting also allowed the community to share their feedback, questions, and 

concerns directly with the project te am. 

The project team will thoroughly review all of the input and feedback received at 

this community meeting and work to incorporate as much of it as possible as the 

project continues. MDOT is committed to administering a project that aligns with 

the community Ʌs vision, reflects the community's diverse perspectives, and creates 

a safer roadway that meets current and future mobility needs.  

Throughout the remainder of 2025, the community will have more opportunities to 

get and stay engaged in the project and with the project team. Project information 

is available on the new project website at www.375detroit.org , and more 

information about the Neighborhood Framework can be found at 

detroitmi.gov/i375 . 

MDOT values community input , and meaningful engagement is an important part 

of the process. All future engagements will be widely publicized, and the project 

team encourages all community members to participate and offer their input . 

  

www.375detroit.org
http://www.detroitmi.gov/i375
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APPENDIX A: MEETING NOTIFICATIONS 
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POSTCARD 
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PRESS RELEASE 
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APPENDIX B: PUBLIC MEETING MATERIALS 
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SIGN-IN SHEETS 
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TITLE VI SURVEYS 
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