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LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 13 (COMBINED) 

DATE:  May 13, 2025 

TIME:  5:30 – 7:30 pm 

LOCATION: Horatio Williams Foundation, 1010 Antietam Ave, Detroit, MI 48207 

ATTENDEES:  Local Advisory Committee (LAC) Members and Guests, City of Detroit 
Representatives, MDOT Staff, and HNTB Staff (See Appendix A: Meeting Attendees) 

The thirteenth Local Advisory Committee (LAC) meeting was a combined meeting with both 
residents and stakeholders on Tuesday, May 13, 2025. The purpose of this meeting was to 
review project and design updates, discuss early concepts for traffic operations during 
construction, share upcoming early works construction, and recap the recent 
Neighborhood Framework Community Meeting. (See Appendix B: Meeting Presentation). 

Since the last LAC meeting, Jason Garza, MDOT’s Deputy Metro Region Engineer, has joined 
the project team. This meeting served as his introduction to the LAC. Jason will be leading 
stakeholder engagement moving forward, as the project manager, Jonathan Loree, focuses 
on the project’s design and construction. Jason opened the meeting with project team 
introductions and reviewed the meeting agenda.  He then continued the presentation by 
reviewing design updates and explaining the benefits of the new storm sewer outfall the 
project is building. Constructing a separated system will alleviate some flooding in the area. 
Additionally, Jason presented information about the upcoming early works construction, 
and provided an overview of traffic staging concepts during construction.  

Due to time constraints, a planned breakout session was not hosted. In lieu of the breakout 
session, meeting attendees had the opportunity to ask the project team questions and 
share comments, which are listed below. LAC members took turns providing comments 
and adding questions about the project to a list that will be fully addressed at the next LAC 
due to time constraints. The questions and comments include:  

1) Will the northbound service drive that remains open extend from Antietam Ave. to 
Gratiot Ave.? 

2) Has the Grand Prix been considered in construction phasing and scheduling? 
3) Many community members feel their input has not been acknowledged or reflected in 

project decisions. 
A) Specific concerns raised include: 

I) Lack of walkability between neighborhoods other than Lafayette Park. 
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II) Misalignment between project goals and community vision (e.g., public safety, 
urbanism, and framework planning). 

III) Pedestrian safety across neighborhoods—how will this be maintained? 
IV) Clarity on the viability of the excess land: 

(1) What have you done to ensure the acreage is developable? 
(2) Are other City departments involved in maintaining new spaces across 

neighborhoods? 
4) With construction moving forward, what is the current status of the Framework Plan? 
5) How will community input be incorporated into the final MOT (Maintenance of Traffic) 

plan? Is it due in June? 
6) What happens if the upcoming Framework Plan conflicts with the infrastructure being 

built? 
7) Feedback methods (e.g., comment boxes and sticky notes) feel performative—how can 

engagement be more meaningful? 
8) Can you map out what decisions MDOT still needs input on and what decisions MDOT 

will just report out on? 
9) Following Pete Buttigieg’s statement on restoring Black Bottom and Paradise Valley, 

community confusion remains regarding reparative justice. How is this project 
addressing that? 

10) Will the project benefit commuters to the same extent as it benefits nearby 
communities? 

11) How was the project originally proposed, and have the goals shifted? 
12) What engagement was conducted during the environmental assessment phase? (116 

public comments were submitted—how many were acted on?) 
13) Why is this design better than just fixing or replacing the bridges? 
14) Given the project’s complexity, what is the long-term maintenance plan for the project’s 

medians and green space? 
15) How will the user experience differ or improve compared to similar interchange designs 

on I-75 at Big Beaver Rd? 
16) What is the strategy behind the phasing of construction? What are the advantages of 

this sequencing? 
17) How is the project team responding to the peer review? 

A) Why aren’t you doing the design that DDP proposed? 
18) Where can specific community concerns be addressed more clearly and directly? 
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APPENDIX A: MEETING ATTENDEES 

Project Team: 

• Jon Loree, MDOT 
• Divya Iyer, MDOT 
• Leslie Love, MDOT 
• Rob Morosi, MDOT 
• Jason Garza, MDOT 
• Gorette Yung, MDOT 
• Bradleigh Merrill, HNTB 
• Sasha Freeman, HNTB 
• Evan Forgacs, HNTB 
• Dave Langlois, HNTB 
• Joe Goodall, Dan’s Excavating 
• Michael Griffie, AECOM 
• Jamaine Dickens, Compass Strategies 

City of Detroit: 

• John Sivills, City of Detroit 
• Samuel Krassenstein, City of Detroit 

I-375 Local Advisory Committee (Stakeholders): 

• Kimle Nailer, NABWIC/Nail-Rite Construction Company Inc 
• Bonnie Leone, Holy Family Church 
• Michael Darga, Giffels Webster 
• Jim Boloven, Annunciation Catholic Church 
• James Fidler, Downtown Detroit Partnership 
• Eric Larson, Downtown Detroit Partnership 
• Jim Treece, Christ Church Detroit 
• Jim Bonahoom, Wolverine Packing 
• Elise Fields, Eastern Market Partnership 
• Katy Trudeau, Eastern Market Partnership 
• Sarah Pavelko, Eastern Market Partnership 
• Melanie Markowicz, Midtown Detroit Inc. 
• Adena Hill, The Kresge Foundation 
• Jim Jenkins, Jenkins Construction 
• Ray Smith, The Black Bottom Group 
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I-375 Local Advisory Committee (Residents): 

• Bryan Boyer, Lafayette Park 
• Christian Unverzagt, LaSalle Co-Op 
• Allison Bohn, Office of State Senator Stephanie Chang 
• Olga Stella, Navarre Place 
• Rebecca Chung, Pavilion Apartments 
• Maria Urquidi, Lafayette Park Townhouses 
• Jennifer Pasha, Bailey Park Neighborhood Development Corporation 
• Sen. Stephanie Chang, Michigan State Senator 

Non-LAC Members: 

• Mr. Dee, Grassroots Detroit 
• Michael Lamping, 1300 Lafayette 
• Jeff Myall, Detroit-Windsor Tunnel 
• Garie Thomas-Bass, Resident 
• Arlene Frank, Resident 
• Marion Jackson, Resident  
• Connie Underwood, Resident  
• Claire Henry, Resident 
• Branis Pesich, Resident  

*Some non-LAC members may be sitting in for a member at their organization 
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