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LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 21 

DATE:  Aug. 20, 2026 

TIME:  5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

LOCATION: Horatio Williams Foundation, 1010 Antietam Ave., Detroit, MI 48207 

ATTENDEES: Local Advisory Committee (LAC) Members and Guests, City of Detroit 
Representatives, Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) Staff, Quinn 
Evans Staff, HNTB Staff, and Kresge Foundation Representatives.  (See Appendix B: 
Meeting Attendees) 
 

If you require assistance accessing this information or require it in an alternative 
format, contact MDOT's Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) coordinator at 
Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA. 

MEETING SUMMARY 

The twenty-first LAC meeting was held on Thursday, Aug. 20, 2026. The meeting 
provided LAC members with project updates and focused on the project's ongoing 
urban design process, including engagement findings, draft urban design concepts, 
potential east-west connections and preliminary concepts for open space and 
placemaking opportunities within the future 375 corridor.  

Leslie Love opened the meeting by welcoming LAC members and guests, reviewing 
the agenda and providing a brief project update. Leslie noted that a 60-day 
construction look-ahead would be provided at the September LAC meeting. She 
also reviewed ongoing design efforts, including refinement of the Jefferson Avenue 
and future boulevard alignments, and provided updates on upcoming construction 
activities planned for fall 2026, including bridge inspections within the interchange, 
pavement repairs on the Gratiot Avenue Connector and utility relocation work 
along Gratiot Avenue. Love also shared that major construction activities for the 
boulevard and Jefferson Avenue remain scheduled to begin in June 2027.  

Following the project updates, the Quinn Evans and HNTB teams presented an 
overview of the urban design process and shared key themes gathered through 
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previous engagement activities with LAC members, community participants and 
youth focus groups. The team highlighted recurring community priorities, including 
honoring the history of Black Bottom and Paradise Valley, creating opportunities for 
community connection, improving pedestrian and bicycle access, expanding open 
space, incorporating public art, and expanding economic engagement and cultural 
programming. The presentation also reviewed preferences expressed through prior 
engagement regarding open space distribution, with LAC members generally 
favoring a network of smaller, distributed open spaces, while youth participants 
preferred larger shared gathering spaces. 

The project team then presented draft urban design concepts for the future 
boulevard corridor. To further establish context for the discussion, the team also 
discussed market considerations developed through the ongoing market analysis, 
noting that future development opportunities within the corridor are likely to 
include primarily residential uses, as well as opportunities for retail and hospitality 
uses near active destinations, open spaces and the riverfront. The concepts 
introduced a vision centered on a network of parks and open spaces, a linear 
cultural walk celebrating the history of Black Bottom and Paradise Valley, enhanced 
multimodal connections, gateway features and beautiful streetscapes featuring 
trees, native plantings and pedestrian-oriented amenities. 

The presentation explored potential east-west connections within the corridor, 
including concepts near Macomb Street and the Navarre Place/Congress Street 
area. The concepts examined opportunities to improve neighborhood connectivity, 
shorten block lengths, enhance pedestrian and bicycle circulation, introduce 
additional street connections, provide on-street parking and support future 
development. The project team emphasized that the concepts remain preliminary 
and are intended to generate discussion as planning efforts continue.  

After exploring east-west connections, the conversation focused on the vision for 
the Lafayette and Monroe node, a half-acre open space opportunity along the 
future boulevard. The team introduced several "what if" concepts centered on 
creating a space that is vibrant, a place for all seasons and inspired by the area’s 
history. Concepts explored different arrangements of open space and development 
frontage while incorporating community priorities related to celebration, economic 
engagement, recreation, history and culture, and mobility. Potential amenities 
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discussed included community gathering spaces, cultural and educational facilities, 
public art installations, performance venues, playgrounds, gardens, markets, food 
truck areas, cultural walking trails, and enhanced pedestrian and bicycle facilities. 
Historic Sanborn maps and archival imagery were also presented to illustrate 
opportunities for integrating Black Bottom and Paradise Valley history into future 
corridor design and placemaking efforts. 

The presentation concluded with a small-group discussion and report-out session. 
LAC members reviewed the draft concepts and provided feedback on mobility, 
retail activation, cultural programming, community gathering spaces, historical 
interpretation and open-space preferences for the Lafayette and Monroe node. The 
project team noted that participant feedback will help inform future refinement of 
the urban design concepts as the project moves forward.  

The presentation from this LAC meeting is available on the project website, 
375Detroit.org.  

Following the presentation, LAC members participated in small-group discussions 
and a question-and-answer session with the project team (See Appendix A: 
Questions and Comments).  
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APPENDIX A: QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS  

GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS  

LAC members would like to see a bar chart of the project schedule. The project team will be 
able to provide the chart in late fall or early winter.  

Q: How should the LAC think about the vacant property right next to the Horatio Williams 
Foundation? 

A: There is a privately owned vacant lot next to the Horatio Williams Foundation. The urban 
design team recommends that the group consider what should ideally be there. Construction 
of the new boulevard, along with any new development or activities on the newly created 
plan, could spur development in currently vacant spaces. Additionally, MDOT is required to, 
and will, maintain the landscaping in the newly created green space from day one of the 
boulevard's creation.  

Q: How can we deal with the large area of land that is blighted? 

A: The land is all privately owned; however, when development of the project area begins, it 
will create a blueprint for the unused land and may help private landowners find uses for the 
currently vacant properties.  

Part of the design should think about how the buildings will be structured; there needs to be 
cultural items. A boulevard plaza could also be included.  

A good use of space could be to create more underground parking beneath the boulevard.  

There should be a transition from the boulevard to downtown.  

The boulevard needs to prioritize walkability.   

During construction, temporary spaces could include a beer garden, movies or a dog park.  

Q: The project team asked the LAC what information would be helpful for next month's group 
activity.  

A: The LAC said it would be helpful to know what the city plans for the surrounding areas are, 
being able to reference the findings from the city’s zoning and land use study, and knowing 
what the budget for the newly created land will be.  

 

mailto:MDOT-I-375Corridor@michigan.gov


THE 375 PROJECT    
MEETING SUMMARY    

  

This meeting summary is the understanding of items discussed, decisions reached and proposed actions. 
Please contact  MDOT-I-375Corridor@michigan.gov  if there are changes or additions within five working 
days. If no changes or additions are received, this will be considered an accurate account of the meeting. 

     
     6 

 

ACTIVITY RELATED QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS  

From a mobility lens, it is important to ensure adequate public safety in the new spaces. 
Especially to ensure that women and children feel safe.  

A street dedicated to retail could be nice, like Gratiot Avenue and Riopelle Street.  

It would be nice if the first green space could transition to a more permanent use.  

Lafayette Node: This space should be a cultural gateway. People should see things that 
represent the culture/history of Black Bottom and Paradise Valley as they travel through this 
node.  

Retail would be nice on the 375 side. 

A dog park would be a good temporary use for the green space.  

An outdoor cultural walk with sculptures and murals would be nice. 

 

The preference for which plaza depends largely on the building structure of whatever will end 
up being there. Different setups would work for different uses. 

The boulevard plaza works for walkability; there could be a cultural walk as well. 

 

Parking is an issue. Maybe there could be an underground parking lot.  
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APPENDIX B: MEETING ATTENDEES 

Project Team 

• Leslie Love, MDOT 
• Jason Garza, MDOT 
• Jon Loree, MDOT 
• Andrea Wilcox, MDOT  
• Matthew Barnes, MDOT 
• Dan Beard, HNTB 
• Dave Langlois, HNTB 
• James Frye, HNTB 
• Bradleigh Merrill, HNTB 
• Emmy Reed, HNTB  
• Kevin Reddy, HNTB 
• Becca Smiles, HNTB 
• Steve Lampton, Dan’s Excavating  
• Dan Lijana, Lovio George Communications 
• Christina Lovio George, Lovio George Communications 
• Ben Kohrman, Compass Strategies  
• Kemba Braynon, Quinn Evans  
• Sandra Little, Quinn Evans 

Project Partners 

• Adena Hill, The Kresge Foundation 
• John Sivills, City of Detroit 
• Isaac Douglas, Downtown Detroit Partnership 

375 Local Advisory Committee (Stakeholder) 

• Ruth Boeder, Christ Church Detroit  
• Renard Monczunski, Detroit People’s Platform  
• Angela Carlberg, CDAD 
• James Fidler, Downtown Detroit Partnership 
• Kimberly Faison, Detroit Future City 
• Ayesha Maxwell, Greektown Neighborhood Partnership 
• J Gregory Love, District 5 - Community Advisory Council 
• Bonnie Leone, Holy Family Church 
• Jim Jenkins, Jenkins Construction 
• Kimle Nailer, Nail-Rite Construction Company Inc.  
• Alison Bohn, Office of Michigan State Senator Stephanie Chang 
• Clara De Castro, Bedrock 
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375 Local Advisory Committee (Residential) 

• Olga Stella, Navarre Place  
• Rebecca Chung, Lafayette Park Neighborhood Association 
• Izegbe Nnamdi, 1300 Lafayette 
• Patrice Mckinnon, Nicolette Townhouses Cooperative Inc.  
• Carol Morton, Chateaufort Place Cooperative 

If you require assistance accessing this information or require it in an alternative 
format, contact MDOT's Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) coordinator at 
Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA. 
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