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GOVERNMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 5 

DATE:  June 15, 2026 

TIME:  3 - 4:30 p.m. 

LOCATION: Virtual, Zoom 

ATTENDEES: Government Advisory Committee (GAC) Members, City of Detroit 
Representatives, Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) Staff, Quinn 
Evans, HNTB Staff, Downtown Detroit Partnership Representatives, and Kresge 
Foundation Representatives. (See Appendix B: Meeting Attendees) 

If you require assistance accessing this information or require it in an alternative 
format, contact the Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) coordinator at Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA. 

MEETING SUMMARY 

The June 2026 Government Advisory Committee (GAC) meeting was held virtually 
via Zoom on June 15, 2026. The meeting began with introductions of the project 
team, project partners and GAC members.  

Once introductions were complete, Jason Garza began the presentation by sharing 
the meeting agenda. Jason then provided a detailed project update, explaining the 
reasons for the 2025 project pause, including rising costs, community concerns, 
roadway longevity, and the need to ensure responsible investment of taxpayer 
dollars.  

Since the project pause, the team has restructured the project into phases, with 
phase one focusing on Jefferson Avenue and the new boulevard, as well as the 
storm sewer outfall and the replacement of the Dequindre Cut bridge. MDOT also 
worked to strengthen its collaboration with key project partners, including the City 
of Detroit, the Downtown Detroit Partnership, the Kresge Foundation and the 
project’s Local Advisory Committee (LAC), recognizing that this effort is about more 
than rebuilding a roadway. It is an opportunity to rebuild trust and create a model 
for how major infrastructure projects can advance community priorities.  
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MDOT's partners each bring unique strengths to the project. The City of Detroit 
provides leadership on land use planning and zoning, the Kresge Foundation 
advances the reparative framework and helps center community voices, the 
Downtown Detroit Partnership leads construction mitigation efforts and conducted 
the peer review, and the LAC provides ongoing guidance to help ensure project 
decisions reflect community priorities.  

Jason then shared construction updates. The construction of the storm sewer 
outfalls to the Detroit River was completed this spring (2026). The existing Detroit 
Riverfront path, along with parking lots and pavement, were restored after 
construction, and new high-tech manholes will be installed this summer on Franklin 
Street and Atwater Street to help clean storm water before it enters the new outfall. 
Additionally, the final design for Jefferson Avenue and the new boulevard will start 
in June 2026, with major construction starting in June 2027, pending Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) approval of the phased approach.  

Kemba Braynon then shared an overview of recent community engagement efforts, 
including LAC, community and youth council meetings. Recent community 
engagement efforts have been focused on urban design concepts and community 
strategies to collect input to complete the project’s Community Enhancement Plan. 
Following Kemba, Adena Hill spoke about the Kresge Foundation’s role in 
amplifying community voices and advocating for reparative outcomes. Adena also 
shared what the team heard from the community about which community 
strategies should be prioritized within the project. High-priority strategies fall into 
five categories: housing, health and wellness, workforce development, small 
businesses, and arts and culture. The Kresge Foundation is also awarding up to 
$1.25 million for community-led projects that preserve, celebrate and activate 
cultural identity as a part of the Kresge Innovative Projects: Detroit Plus (KIP: D+) 
grant. Kemba then concluded the community engagement portion of the 
presentation by sharing the urban design feedback from the LAC, youth group and 
community, emphasizing the need for civic open space and community connection 
within the project area.  

Dan Beard then discussed the market analysis that is being conducted by SB 
Friedman, a Chicago-based real estate development consulting firm. Dan shared 
preliminary opportunities for what could happen on the excess land identified 
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through the market analysis, focusing on development potential in categories such 
as retail, residential housing and cultural/civic institutions, and how those could 
benefit the community. Additionally, he reviewed a timeline for the market analysis, 
which is expected to be completed in the fall.  

Jason concluded the presentation by outlining the next steps for the project’s public 
engagement efforts, as well as the design and construction schedule. 

The presentation from this and previous GAC meetings is available on the project 
website, 375Detroit.org.  

Throughout the presentation, GAC members submitted questions through Zoom’s 
chat feature and had the opportunity to ask additional questions directly to the 
project team once the presentation concluded (See Appendix A: Questions and 
Comments). 
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APPENDIX A: QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS  

Q: Can you share the slide deck with GAC members to share with our networks? 

A: Yes, the project team will share the presentation with GAC members after the meeting. The 
presentation will also be available on the project website, 375Detroit.org. 

Q: Will Gratiot Avenue be fully closed to traffic during the bridge replacement? 

A: No, MDOT will maintain traffic throughout construction.  
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APPENDIX B: MEETING ATTENDEES 

Project Team 

• Leslie Love, MDOT 
• Jason Garza, MDOT 
• Rob Morosi, MDOT 
• Jon Loree, MDOT 
• Nasir Starks, MDOT 
• Dave Langlois, HNTB 
• Evan Forgacs, HNTB 
• Steve Griffith, HNTB 
• Dan Beard, HNTB 
• Bradleigh Merrill, HNTB 
• Sasha Freeman, HNTB 
• Emmy Reed, HNTB  
• Dan Lijana, Lovio George Communications 
• Christina Lovio George, Lovio George Communications 
• Kemba Braynon, Quinn Evans  
• Joe Goodall, Dan’s Excavating 
• Steven Lampton, Dan’s Excavating 
• Ben Kohrman, Compass Strategies 
• Jamaine Dickens, Compass Strategies 
• Nate Buning, AECOM 
• Laura Aylsworth, AECOM 

Project Partners 

• John Sivills, City of Detroit 
• Adena Hill, The Kresge Foundation 
• Ken Kucel, City of Detroit 
• James Fidler, Downtown Detroit Partnership 
• Elise Fields, Downtown Detroit Partnership 

375 Government Advisory Committee  

• Addison Babinski, Detroit Department of Transportation 
• Evan Markarian, Detroit Department of Transportation 
• Carsten Applegate, Detroit Department of Transportation 
• Kailea Humphries, Office of Detroit City Council  
• President James Tate, District 1 – Director of Special Projects and Initiatives 
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• Santana Hill, Office of Detroit City Council Member At Large Mary Waters – 
Chief of Staff 

• JoAnna Underwood, Office of Detroit City Council Member At Large Mary 
Waters – Senior Policy Analyst 

• Alex Bourgeau, Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) 
• Paris Blessman, Office of Detroit Mayor Mary Sheffield – Deputy Chief of 

Priority Initiatives 
• Keith Butler, Department of Neighborhoods – District 5 Manager 
• Bonnie Ferrell, Department of Neighborhoods – District 5 Deputy Manager 
• Trevor Pearce, Detroit Windsor Tunnel 
• Regine Beauboeuf, Detroit Windsor Tunnel  
• Allison Bohn, Office of Michigan State Senator Stephanie Chang 
• Van Adams, Michigan State Housing Development Authority 

If you require assistance accessing this information or require it in an alternative 
format, contact the Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) coordinator at Michigan.gov/MDOT-ADA. 
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